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II. An Effay concerning Giants. Occafioned by 
Jome further Remarks on the large Humane Os 
Frontis, or forehead-bone , mentioned in the 
Philofophical Tranfa&ions of February 
168*. Number \6%. By Dr. Thomas M0I7- 
neur, M V. fellow of the King WQueens 
Colled ge o/Phyficians in Ireland, and of the 
Royal Society in England* 

AMong all the various works of Nature, tlio there 
are none but what are truly admirable, and well 
deferve our confideration, yet her vaft and largeft pro 
du&ions in each kind, as they feem mafter ftrokes of 
her art, and the extraordinary efforts of her power, de- 
mand in a more efpecial manner our regard, and du- 
ally excite in us a curiofity of making more ftrid and 
particular obfervations on them whene're they come in 
our way : wherefore being in Holland fome years fince, 
and meeting there with a moft prodigioufly large Hu~ 
mane Os Front fs or Forehead- bone, they keep in the 
Medicine School at Leyden, I was defirous to compare 
its proportion with the like Bone in a man of ordinary 
ftature 3 and it appeared fo remarkable for its ftupendi- 
ous fize, that I carefully took the dimenfions of it, and 
fent them over to my worthy Friend Franck AJ}anJt£q$ 
then Secretary to the Royal Society \ who thought 'twas 
fo lingular a Rarity in its kind, and fo worthy the 
confideration of the Ingenious, that the month follow- 
ing he publifla'd my Letter, imperfed as it was, in the 
"Philofophical TranfaUions for February i68r, number 
168. 

Gggg Since 
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Since that time, cafually cafting my eye on that ac- 
count, which was writ -in the hafte of a Traveller, and 
finding it deficient in feveral particulars, 1 thought it 
worth my while, now I had more leifure, to fupply in 
part tliofe defe&s, and render it more clear and fatis- 
fa&ory ; for cooffdering how few aathentick and faith- 
ful rel a ticffiS have been yet publifh'd to the world of 
real Giganttck Bones^ fuch as are truly what they pre- 
tend to be .5 an Inftance fo fair and genuine as this, put 
in a clear fight, and freed from all fufpicion and ca- 
vil, xanrtot but be acceptable td the Learned and Inqui- 
fitive of this age. 

For if by fuch an example it appears there have been 
truly Gigantick Bodies, twice or more furpaffing the 
ufual fize of Men, we not only determine a point that 
is of fome ufe for the Information of the PMlofopker 
and Naturalifi, by (hewing how far the power ,of Na- 
ture may reach, and does fometimes exert it felf in the 
Produ&ions of Humane Bodies beyond her- ufual 
bounds ; but at the fame time likewife do fe*viee in 
relation to. the Divine, by confirming the trutjj of fe- 
veral Paffages in Holy Writ b where there is mention 
made o£ Grants , .and men of extraordinary ftrength . as 
as well as bulk of body. 

I am not ignorant that already feveral Authors, both 
Antientiand Modern, have taken pain's to -regiftfer he- 
QOim^-ti^xjS^igamiek Biwts only, but of entire Bo- 
dies of vaftfy QigiiMivk -tMen, found ; buried under 
ground, or in the liolldw caverns of Mountains :, but 
thefe relktronssarfe commonly fo eKtrarv&gant in them- 
fdves^ take-up by hearfay only, and the reports fo ill 
attefted*. that #hey ^Imtaft^arry their own confutation, 
at Idaft th^ey will hardly gada credit \Vdth thofe that -are 
vrtoryj aftd> of a ca&sioms belkf 

Whoever has a mind to perufe fuch furpfmng ito- 
ries, may confult Thorns Faze Hi Decades de Rebm Si- 
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€nlis % and the two Jefuits Athanafms Kircher in his 
Muridus Subttmranmsy and Gafpar Shottus in his Phyficn 
Curio fa 5 where hell find large Colle&ions made of 
them, and fome of the Hiftories recited very particu- 
larly, and %t length. 

But paffing by thefe fort of accounts, as uncertain, 
if not very improbable, let us enquire whether we may 
with better affiirance rely on the information relating 
to this argument, drawn from the feveral Reliques and 
F^arts, as is faid of Gigantick Bodies Jtill in being, and 
referved in the Cabinets of many diligent Collectors of 
Natural Curiofities : and tho I confefs there is hardly a 
confiderable colle&ion of this kind, or a printed de- 
-fcription of a Mufaum extant, where fome part or o- 
ther of a Giant is not to be met with 5 yet I am hi- 
therto much of the fame opinioft, as to mod of thefe 
Gigantick Remains, that the Hiftorian Suetonius Tran- 
quillus was of before me near fixteen hundred years 
ago 3 when (giving an account in the life of Augujlus 
€<efar, that he rather pleafed himfelf in adorning his 
Houfe with thefe kind of natural Rarities and pieces 
of Antiquity, than either with curious Images or Fi- 
gures) he fays, Mdes juas non tarn Statuarum Tabula- 
rumqm pidtarum Omatu, quam Rebus Vetufiate ac Raritate 
not&bilibusy excoluit ; qualia funt Capr£ts immaniur* 
Belluarum Ferarumq'y Membra pr<egrandia 7 que dkuntur 
Gigantum offa* 

And certainly, as ia hi? days, fo in outs, rnoft of the 
pretended Giants Remains, fuch I mean $s are truly 
Bone, (for fome ane only natural BtirificMions, and 
Lapides fui gmeris, accidentally fo figured 3$ to refem- 
fele this* or that part ojr a tnan ) were Eones belonging 
to fome of the biggeftiQjgadrupeds, as Elephanfj^ c r 
fome of the largett fort of Fifhes of tii,e Whal<>-ki#d y 
catted by Pliny in his Natural Hiftory, as they are here 
bf^SmtonuM ' Beilu£ 7 and Relh# MamH$* 

G g g g 2 And 
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And lam perfwaded by what I have feen my felf of 
the like kind, that the large Tooth mention d by Glaus 
Wormus 9 in his Mufmm, and afterwards particularly 
deferibed and figur'd by Thomas Bartholim in his Centu- 
ria I. Hifloriarum Anatomicarum Hijioria 98, which 
they both thought, and would have us believe from its 
refcmblance, was a Canine Tooth of a Giant,was nothing 
elfe but one of the Teeth of the Cetus Dentatus,or Sperma- 
Ceti-Whale, a Fifti that is no ftranger either to the Seas 
of Denmark their Country, or of thefe Northern Iflands, 
of which and the Sperma Ceti it affords, I have already 
given fome account in Number 227 of thefe 
Tranfa&ions. 

Nor is it long fince, that the Bones of the Fore-fin 
of a Porpefs, or afmall Whale, artificially joyned toge- 
ther, were expos'd in London by way of publick fhew, 
as the Skeleton of a Giant's hand : For all FiQi of the 
Cetaceous or Whale-kind, have this Fin made up of juft 
fo many ranges of Joynts, as naturally arifwer our five 
Fingers, and alt together does not a little refemble a 
mans hand ; whence it paft currently as fuch with the 
credulous and ignorant, that either cannot or will not 
examine the truth of things, they find fo great a plea- 
fure in being deceived by what is new to them and 
rare. 

But fuch like cheats,and how far thefe kind of Bones 
are falfe and genuine, may eafily be made out by an 
Anatomift, skilful in the Ofieology of Animals : nay, 
any one may make a probable conjefture at leaft in this 
matter, if he but compute according to the dimenfions 
of fuch Bones, what muft be the true fize or bulk of 
the Man, whofe Body, as is pretended, when intire, 
was compofed of parts and Limbs,anaIogous or anfwer- 
ing in a due proportion to thefe Remains. For if by 
foch computation 'tis found, the product does amount 
icfovaftaftrn&ure of parts, and the whole arifes to 

fo 
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fo exceffive a heighth, as there is not any natural ob- 
servation to fupport, nor any fare authority to counte- 
nance fuch a dedu&ion $ then there is a great deal of 
reafon to conclude, or at leaft fufpedt they are not ge- 
nuine, but fuppofitious and falfe* 

But this Bone now before us, though it be fo vaftly 
great, cannot in the leaft be fufpefted to have apper- 
tained to any other creature than a Man 5 for oeing 
compleat every way, and anfwering in all particulars 
to the common Forehead-bones of other men, excepting 
in its magnitude, as we (hall clearly (hew when we 
come to defcribe its Figure ^ there cannot be any man- 
ner of doubt, but that 'tis certainly humane, efpecially 
if we confider that the Os Frontis of a man is of fo pe- 
culiar a make, from the globofe fhape of his head, 
that there is not to be found a Bone among all the A- 
nimals of the Creation, that bears any refemblance to 
its Figure, if we except that of a Monkey ; but all this 
Gmus being of a much fmaller fize than, a Man, gives 
us.no umbrage of fcruple; and whatever reafon we 
may have to make usdoubt in other the like cafes, jet 
here we have none, this being beyond all controverfy 
a true and genuine part of a large Humane Animal. 

To be capable rightly to underftand and form a clear 
conception, both of the agreement in fhape, and of 
the remarkable difference in fize, between this.great 
Os Frontis, and the fame Bone in a man of ordinary 
ftature : and the better to apprehend what deductions 
may be made from hence, to -determine the true heighth 
of the perfon to whom it formerly belonged, 'twill be 
requifit we. have recourfe to the Figures in the annext 
Tables. 

Thefe I procured by the affiftance of my Ingenious 
Friend and Relation Mr Bugh Howard) who, as he paft 
on his Journey for Italy, in the year 1697. when he 
vifited Ley den to fee the rarities of that place, did me 

the 
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the favour to draw from the Bone kfelf neat Sketches, 
from whence thefe Copies were a&ually taken by the 
cqrious hand of a Lady Mrs K. M. 

Figure the ift, (hews the common fhape and fize of 
an Os Frontk y or Forehead-bone of a man of an ordi- 
nary Stature, drawn half as big as the life, with its 
convex or outfide forward. 

a b c d e is the Line the Coronal Suture makes with 
Indentures, elegantly expreft, going round the 
-upper edge of the Bone, by which it's joined to 
both the Ojfa Bregmatis or Verticis. 

e The place where the Coronal and Sagital Sutures 
meet. 

f The part to which the Bones, of the Nofe are 
faftned. 

g g The upper part of the Orbits of the Eyes. 

h h Holes in the Bone over the Eyes, that give pat 
fage to the two large Branches of Nerves that 
fupply the Frontal Mufcle, and thofe of the Eye- 
brows. 

I i The two ProcefTes or Protuberances thatpyn 
with the firft bone of the upper Jaw : thefe by 
fome accident were broken off the large Bone, 
and therefore are not expreft in the following 
Figure* 

The meafure round the Ambit of the Coronal Suture 
from a to g was ten inches, and one tenth of an inch $ 
in this Bone from c where the Coronal and Sagittal Sutures 
meet to f, where the Bones of the Nofe are faftened,fouf 
inches and a half, from b drawing a Tranfverfe line 
crofs the Forehead to d fix Inches 5 the thicknefs of 
the Bone was about a quarter of an Inch. 

Figure the 2d reprefents the Gigantic^ Forehead Bme\ 
expreft in tlie fame pofture with the former, and drawn 

exa&Jy 
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exactly of half the fize, with the Original Bone i(~ 
felf kept at Leyden. 

Here we may Remark, not only its extraordinary 
Magnitude in comparifon with the foregoing. Figure, 
but alfo its natural and true Proportions , every way 
agreeable to its large Dimenfions 5 that is, as to its Cir- 
cumference^ Reighth, Breadth and Thicknefs-y m all which 
refpe&s it bears to thegreateft exa&nefs a conformity to 
the Symetry or common rules of Nature, which the 
Supreme Caufe obferves in (ha ping this Bone in other 
men. Whence 'tis evident that all the next immediate- 
ly ad joyning Bones, which near make up the entire 
Head, muft neceffarily have been as well ftiaped, and 
of the fame proportion with this Bone. Otherwife 
they could not poffibly cohere, fo as to adapt them* 
felves clofely to one another, and make an entire Glo- 
bole Scull. 

a b c d e The Coronal Suture, in fome places a lit- 
tle worn and defaced. 

g The place where the Coronal and Sagittal Sutures 
meet. 

f The part where the Bones of the Nofe were fa^ 
ftened. 

g g The upper part of the Orbits 0$ the Eyes. 

h h The two Holes for the Nerves that pafeinto 
the Mufcles of the Eyc*broms and the Erotkul 
Mufcle. 

The meafure round the Ambit of the CLoran&l Si> 
ture in this Bone from a to ;e was about one and twen* 
ty inches* from c where the Sagittal and Goronai>6u^ 
tnres meet, to f where the Bones of the Nofe^aredfo- 
ftened, nine inches and one tenth of an inch, from^b 
drawing! a* tranfVerfe; line acrofs? the Forehead, to d 
twelve inches iandrtwo tenths of an inch* the thidcuefe 
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of the Bone from one Table to t'other about half an 
inch. 

Figure the 3d fhews the Reverfe or Infide of the 
fame Gigantick Bone, drawn likewife in as full propor- 
tion. What is moft obfervable in this Figure is the 
great thicknefs of the Bone, mark'd k k, which could 
not appear in t'other pofture .5 and the fharp and high 
procefs of the Os Cribrofum, call'd by the Anatomifts 
Crifta Galli, mark'd 1. 

To prevent any miftake, 'twill be requisite to ob- 
ferve, that tho the dimenfions of both the larger arid 
fmaller Bones as/et down, and the fize of them, as re- 
prefented in the Figures, do not juftly agree, if they be 
compared together, and examined by a pair of Com- 
pafles : yet this difference is not occafion cl either thro 
any error in the Draughts, or any miftake in the mea- 
fures 5 but happens becaufe the dimenfions are taken 
along the convex fide of the Bone, and fo includes the 
Sine of its Arch, which in the Draughts of neceffity 
was to be expreft only as it appears* by help of fha* 
dowing the Figures, they being plans or fiats 5 and to 
have done them otherwife, would have been to have 
drawn them falfe and prepofterous. 

By comparing thefe Figures,'tis evident what an exaft 
conformity there is in all particulars between this large 
Bone and the like Bone in a man of a juft height 3 and 
that they no ways differ but in magnitude ; and as to 
the difference in fize between one and t'other, by their 
dimenfions we find the fmaller did not anfwer the 
greater fo much as in half proportion : for where that 
meafured but . four inches and a half, this was nine 
inches and one tenth 5 and where that was no more 
than fix inches, this was twelve inches two tenths, and 
fo forward : whence it follows, that this great Os 
Frontis was above twice as big every way as a common 
Bone of this fort in a man of full growth. 

Now 
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Now, arguing that this Bone bore the like propor- 
tion to the ftature of the man to whom it belonged 
that the fame Bone does in other men to their heighth, 
(which 'tis very reafonable to fuppofe , fince all the 
parts of our Body conftantly anfwer in a regular fyme- 
try to one another) then I fay it muft follow, he was 
more than twice the heighth that men ufually are, ac- 
cording the common courfe of Nature. And fetting 
down, as the mod moderate computation, but five Foot 
and a half for the heighth of a man, he to whom this 
Bone belonged, muft have been more than eleven or 
twelve Foot high 5 a goodly ftature, and fuch as may 
well deferve to be called Gigantkk* 

But fome, rather than allow this, tho fo very natu- 
ral a confequence, may perhaps imagin, that a man 
might have had fuch an exceeding large head, of 
which this bone was a part 5 and yet at the fame 
time be no taller than another ordinary man. This in- 
deed may be faid, but I take it as a meer affertion with- 
out ground, and no way probable in itfelf : for I not 
only think, 'tis much more likely that there was a 
Man of this high ftature, rather than one of that 
monftrous abfurd make 3 but I am alfo fully convinced 
there never was, nor truly can be a man of that ill (hape 
in nature* 

For as I conceive,one of a common dzQ and due pro- 
portion of parts as to the reft of his body 5 could not pof- 
fibly fubfift,while fo ponderous and exceffive a Mafs of 
Bone as this Skull, with all that fuperabundant quantity 
ofBrainrequifice to fill its fpacious cavity, was growing 3 
much iefs continue fo long alive.as to come to maturity 
of years, or adult and full Manhood ; to which we are 
fore this perfon muft have attained, by the great thick* 
nefs and folidity of this Bone, as well as its large 
fize. 

Hhhh Ani 
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Andtho 'tis true, that fometimes from tibftru- 
ftions or other Morbifick Caufes, our Glands and (off- 
er Vifcera are fo unequally nourished as to grow to an 
immenfe fize 5 and vaftly furpafs their ufual bounds 5 
by which means we often fee enormons fwellings arife 
both in the inward parts and outward habit of the bo- 
dy • yet fuch a preternatural and great excefs of 
growth in a hard and bony part, I don't think yet has 
been ever obferved. 

Considering then how groundlefs an affertion this is, 
I need add no more concerning it •• however, fince 'tis 
the only doubt I forefee can be raifed, let us inquire 
into it yet more particularly, and propofe it with all 
the advantage 'tis capable 3 that fo we may irtirely ob- 
viate and fatisfy whatever objection may be raifed on 
this fcorc. 

In favour then of this fancy , let us fuppofe it may 
be alledged, that Infants far gone in the Rickets, are 
frequently obferved to have great Heads in proportion 
to their fmall emaciated Bodies, and that young Chil- 
dren are alfo liable to another Malady by the Phyfici- 
ans, called Hydrocephalus, or Dropfie in the head 5 
which fometimes fo dilates it, as to fwell their Skull 
to a more immenfe fize. But neither of thefe diforders 
( for I take the caufe to be much the fame in both 
cafes, only differing in degree J otherwife affeft the 
head, than by a preter-natural colle&ion of ferous hu- 
mours inclofed in the Brain, they extend the yielding 
fides of the weak and tender Skull, but do not in the 
leaft increafe its bony fubftance ; nay, on the contra- 
ry, they rather diminifti it 5 for 'tis always obferved 
that they reduce it fo a more than ufual thinnefs, and 
fometimes* as 1 have feen my (elf, to be no thicker than 
an Egg-ftiell or Parchment, 

Nor can fuch Diftempers poffibly affeft thofe of a- 
dult ages, fo as to enlarge their Skulls 5 becaufe all the 

Bones 
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Bones by that time are become folid and firmly knit to* 
gether, fo as to be no way capable of further growth 
ore&tehfion : and hert'ce it is thefe Maladies ate inci- 
dent to Children, and them only, whilft their ; SMls 
ate foit, pliant, and truly membranous, rather than 
bony. And daily experience aflbres us, that unlefs 
fuch difeafes be timely removed, either by the Phyfi- 
tian or Chyrurgeons art, or overcome fo early by the 
ftrength of Nature, as the Children have time enough 
to outgrow this difproportion in f heir heads, by the 
bulk of their Body coming up to it e re it arife to too 
exorbitant a degree of magnitude; they all dye in their 
Infancy, and their unfhapely Skulls are eafily diftin- 
guiftied from all others, by the large Fontanel^* Or s&peii 
in the Mole -of the head, that remains ffierribranous^ftd 
never becomes like the reft of the Skull a bony fob- 
ftance. And that they cannot poffibly arrive at Man- 
hood is plain 5 for this monftrous and unequal growth* 
or rather fwelling of their Heads, meeting with nd 
clteck, but: ftill every day increaifing upon theAi^ whert 
it arrives to* fuch a certain degree , that its extrava- 
gant dimenfions become irrecdricileable with: the natu- 
ral funftions of the Body, the OUconomia Animalis 
muft inevitably fink under the prsffiire of fo great a 
load, and the whole Machine tend to its diffolution, 
as not being able to bear any longer with fo highly 
morbid a difpolition, in fo principal and fo extremely 
xieceflary a part to life as the Brain, the Fountain of 
all Spirit, Senfe and Motion* 

I (hall not deny but by one accident or other, feme 
difproportion between the Head and reft of theBody,in 
fuch as are grown up to the compieat ftature of man, 
does fometimts happen $ fo we hear of thofe that have 
had their name from hence, and have been called 
Grojlheads, and we fee remarkable inftances of the like 
every day : for 'tis in th£ Laws of Nature as in the Civil 

Hhhh 2 Laws 
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Laws of our Country > Minute Errors and Niceties are not 
taken care of by either. 

But a difproportion of this kind, tho it may be very 
confpicuous, and prefently taken notice of as unfeemly, 
from its running counter to that manifeft proportion, 
and exquifite fymetry of parts, that appears in the cu- 
rious frame of our bodies, even to the moft inartificial 
eye. Yet if we examine it aright, we (hall find the dif- 
ference in all fuch like cafes, never fo extraordinary as 
to make the difproportion very considerable in itfel£ 
tho it may feem fo remarkable to the eye. 

For, to make this point a little plainer, I find the 
circumference of a mans head of a moderate, that is, 
the moft common fize, i9 ufually about twenty two 
inches round $ and if we chance to fee one of twenty- 
five or twenty-fix on a man of ordinary heighth,which 
certainly is very rare, it appears large and remarkable 3 
but (hould there be found a head (HI I bigger, fo as to 
be twenty-eight or twenty-nine inches in Ambit, 
(which I am apt to think, for the reafons above-menti- 
oned, has fcarce, if ever happened, unlefs where the 
proportion of the other parts of the Body were fuch as 
neceffarily required it) fuch a one, I fay, would be re- 
ally wonderful ,. and counted monftrous. Yet the cir- 
cumference of the Head, of which this large Forehead 
Bone was a part, fo far exceeded the- largeft of thefe 
meafures, as that it mounted to fomething above a 
third part more $ for I compute its dimensions when 
'twas intire, and covered with the Hairy-fcalp, to have 
been about forty-four inches round, and therefore 
muft have had a body belonging to it, that bore a pro- 
per conformity to this its fpacious circumference* 

Nor do I apprehend (b great a ftature as this in 3. 
Humane Body, tho it be indeed extraordinary, any way 
ahfurd or repugnant to tlie courfe of nature, but rather, 
if duly weighed, very conformable to a certain Anomar 

bus 
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lous method, if I may fo call it, that (he apparently 
affe&s in the producing mod of her Works. For, tho 
it, be true, that for the moft part Nature ads fteadily, 
arid brings forth her produ&ions, efpecially thofethat 
are moft perfed and elaborate, fuch as Vegetables and 
Animals^ according to fettled Rules stnd fixt Types or 
Models : yet does fhe not always tye herfelf up to the 
obfervance of fuch drift Laws, but that (he fornetimes 
falls very much flaort of her ufuaL ftandard, and at o- 
ther times goes as far in t'other extreme, by vaftly fur- 
palling the common bounds of her Workman (hip. 

Thus, to take an inftance from her Vegetable King- 
dom, we cannot but obf^rve among Trees, and other 
Plants, though of the fame fpecies, that fome are of a: 
Dwarf-kind, while others arife to fo ftupendious & 
growth, that they more than double the bulk even o£ 
fuch as are efteem'd large in the fame Tribe. Several 
examples of fuch like Gigantick Oaks* and other forts 
of exceeding, vaft Trees, may be feen regiftred by the 
curious Mr Evelyn, in his ufeful Book of Forreft-Trees* 
Chap, go, nor is it improper to make an Analogy or 
comparifon between the Augmentation of Animal Bodies 
and thofe of Vegetables, tho apparently very different in 
their kinds, Cnce 'tis highly reafonable to think, there 
is not only an affinity in the manner of growth in 
both, but that 'tis the fame principle Nature makes ufe 
of for theencreafe of one as of t'other. 

Nay, we may remark yet further, that Nature is as 
uncontrollable in her Animal,as file is in her Vegetable 
productions, and fcarce obferving any fize or ftandard, 
ads with as great a degree of Latitude in. fome of thofe 
as the does in thefe.. For example, (hould we compare, 
that little, low race of Horfes* fome of which I have 
feen not much bigger than a large Dog, we have from 
the Tp of Man, ufually calfd Manias Horfes, to that 
lofty, large, : aad.ftately breed they have in Northamp^ 

ton* 
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tpnjhire , m England, or in the M&ojprkk of U^e |ti 
Flanders , we may properly tnotigh efteeia thefe in 
companion with thofe a fort of Giganikk 'Hinfe. 

And we iray give ^neither mere ;l3omeftkk Inftance 
as remarkable in its kind y that is,* fort "df Dog peculiar 
to fhis County, the Irifh Wcdlficlog x uptly called by 
Mr Ray, Ca?^ r Grains maxima nibetnfofis y in his Sjnop- 
fs Animalium^ being of the Grey-hound kind, and of 
fo beautiful and large a make, that for its curious 
form, as we!! as goodly fize, it far forpaffes all other 
Dogs;of the Creation 5 andif compared to a common 
Grey-honnd, (hews itfeff truly bf a Gigantick breed : 
and we may further add concerning it, as the Giants 
Stock of old is extind, at leaft in thefe Countreys, fo 
this Gigantic^ Dog is now fo rare, that in a few gene- 
rations more, f doubt ndi bnv twill be quite loft in 
thefe parts, and the fpecies perifll for otight I know 
off the face of the earth. 

But thefe Remarks will (land in little ftead 5 nay, are 
no ways inftruftive or ufeful to our prefent purpofe, 
urilefi we find thatNature atfotatos the lame uncertain 
meafures in the generation of Mankind 5 that fhe does 
fo, I think is not lets Apparent. 

Here I need not inquire whether there has been 
fuch people, fo much talk'd by antiquity as the Pig- 
meys ; for tho this were h Fable, yet 'tis certainly 
grounded, as moft of thefe fnvefttibns, on fomething 
that was true in Nature. For 9 ti$ agreed of all hands, 
the Laplanders are a Nation remarkable for their 
low ftature, and 'tis fure there are, and have been 
in all Ages and Countreys thofe we call Dwarfs, 
and fome oftherfi of a moft txtraordi'nary fmall fize of 
Body, particularly the £>uke of Creed's famous Dwarf, 
of whom Ald^omndtis has given lis the Pi&ure and De- 
fcription, which (hew his Parts and Limbs were all 
faChioned compleat and proportionable, yet his whole 

heighth 
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heights was not above thirty inches, or two foot and 
a half 3 and he fpeaks of others ftill ftiorter, that were 
Bipedales, but two foot. 

Now if natural caufes operate fo, as to produce hu- 
mane Creatures,, partaking of all properties common to 
their kind, of fo fmall a model as to fall fhort even of 
half the common ftandard of their fpecies, I cannot 
think it unreafonable, fuppofing we had no other au- 
thority for it, to imagin the fame natural caufes may 
fometimes aft in t'other extreme likewife, and model 
Humane Bodies from a peculiar Energy in the feminal 
Principles, or a more perfeft and through concoBion in 
the Stomach and other Vifcera, whence may proceed 
a peculiar and extraordinary nutritive faculty 
in the humours* , for the furthering augmen- 
tation 5 or ftill from fome other more latent Spring, 
orfecret Influence,! to arife to fuch a growth as fully 
to equal twice the heighth of ( what we may then pro- 
perly call) a middling feature, taking the word in the 
moft drift fenfe. 

A manifeft Alliance and Congruity is obfervable in 
Nature, between the feature of mans body, and his age 
during the time of his growth ; whence the Greeks 
thought it not improper to exprefs both thefe by one 
and the fame word w*/*l* , which Signifies promifcu- 
oufly Stature as well as Age. and we find as thefe two 
agree in other refpefts, fo efpecially in this, that as it 
is hard to fay what precife number of years deter- 
mines the courfe of mans life, fo it is as difficult posi- 
tively to affign what determinate meafure does com- 
prehend the ftature of his Body : 'tis eafy indeed to 
pitch on a mean, or what is moft common and ufual to 
both cafes ; and as I faid before, that about five foot 
and a half may well be efteemed the moft fettled and 
ordinary degree of heighth in a man^ fo about feventy 
years may juftly be allowed the* moft common period 
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of his age : yet daily experience and obfervation ac- 
quaint us with thofe, that vaftly exceed thefe Limits in 
both thefe refpe&s : and as we have certain Hiftory 
that informs that the youngeft of thefe, [a] Thomas Par 

and [f] Henry Jenkins both of 

slir:;v:r:J^. %^, and the ^ oi d a™- 

b id's Ttcatife, de ortu & na- tefs of Defmond and Mrs Eck.le(lon 
tmz&ngmnis, where 't; t f*;d yn both of Ireland, fully com- 

that he teas 152 years old and L. J * "J wl " 

mne months. pleated double that ufual term 

[>J See his age made outn Q f ]jf e . f Q we J lave nQ rea f on tQ 

be 162 years, in the Phiioio- n.- ^1 

phicai Tranfaaions, No. queihon the accounts given us 

22i. of others, that have been found 

Jl^I^hfSft £ totore double the common 

con's Natural Hiftory y ce7it.%. ftandard of man. Nay, both 

sea. yss, vhere he fays {he t k e f e properties , longevity and 

was 140 years old, - . 1 f f^ r j /* ^ / 

M r^vA/r; Eckiefton //- high itature, do lo naturally re- 
w at Piiiiipstown *« ^ f u ] t each from their proper caufes, 
55riH&^^^ that they are often obferved to 
fijbervas m years old. become hereditary and run in 

whole Families 5 whence the Greeks had their 
nct*&0tQi, and the Romans their Cel(i y and in Pale/iine 
of old they had their Anakjnts^ o^Sons of the 
Giants- 

From thefe general remarks I think it at leaft appears 
that Humane Giganrick Bodies are no way inconfiftent, 
but rather ea/Ily reconcilable with the courfe of Na- 
ture. And if vve defcend ftill to a more particular in- 
quiry into fome clear teftimonies and warrantable ac- 
counts given us by feveral Authors of unqueftio- 
nable credit and veracity, they will fufficiently evince 
that there have been men in the World, and likely 
ftill are, of fo large a bulk, and fohigh a ftature of bo- 
dy, as properly to deferve the name of Giants. 

The firft I (hall mention was one I faw and mea- 
fured my felf at Dublin, in the year 1682. his name 
Edmond Malone y born in Ireland at Portlejier, a Town 
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in the Cpuqty of Muth, his Father, tho a proper tt^an, 
i)0 way remarkable for his height, but his Mother was 
of a more than ordinary low ftature : When h§ ftood 
on the bare ground with his fhoes off, he meafured full 
leven foot feven inches in height, that is, above two 
foot taller than a man of a common fize. 

Walter Parfons, King James the firfts Porter, born in 
Staffordshire* was much of the fame ftature j and I find 
feveral other men born in England have arrived to 
abput this height : and 'tis not improbable that thofe 
of the very tailed -Growth in thefe our Brittifh Jfles : 
have not much furpaffed this pitch, where the common 
ftandard of height in Humane Bodies, feems confidera- 
bly (horter than jn fome of the Neighbouring Countries 
on the ContiHWt. 

For in Flanders and Germany ', where men are ufually 
of 3 larger foe> ,«md their Bodies of a gf offer m^eth^a 
with us* we. njeet with Examples that have been much 
taller, nay 5 that have exceeded this ftature feveral feet. 
Ishand Dkmerbroec\ in his Anatomy y Chap, the firft, 
Book the firft, tells us, that heXaw himfelf at ytncht; 
Wthe year 1665, a man eight foot and a half ^ kigh,, 
all his Limbs well fbaped, and his ftrength proportio- 
nable to his hejghth, he was born at hchoonhov.en in 
Holland^ of Parents of an ordinary ftature. 

Mr Ray in his Travels, page t^e j; fixth, mentions 
this very man, aud that he faw him in Bruges in fim- 
ders. 

But that Eminent Phyfician and Learned Antiquary 
of the laft age, Johannes Goropius Becanm* who lived 
in Flanders* has -left recorded feveral Inftapccs of this 
kii^d yet more remarkable, and th^t wer>e <pf his own 
knowledge Foo.;j for he feys he fawhuftfelf a Youth 
almoft nine foot high, a man near ten foot, and a Wo- 
man that was -quite ten foot in height. Becaufe his 
Wrki.ngs.are noccommon/ril fet down his own words, 
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as I find them in the fecond Book of that Work he calls 
Origines Antmrpiansjpxmtzd. at Antwerp, an. ij^pag. 
207. where he fays, Sept em velfex cubitorum Homines 
nojfra quoque state accidere $ vidimus enim Mulierem de- 
cern pedes alt am :> "fuvenem item novem pedibus non multo 
minorem, & alios quoque non it a multo inferior k flaturs : 
and a little further, pag. 212. Statura eJiGigantea hoc 
ipfo tempore quidam Heretanfi (opidum hoc e(l quinqm 
hinc milliaribus Jitum) ad decern pr ope pedes longus. 

Pliny the Naturalift in the feventh Book of his Na* 
tural Hiftory, Chapter the fixteenth, fpeaks -particular- 
ly by name of feveral men in his own age much of the 
feme heighth, or fbmething taller, than thdfe menti- 
oned by Becanus : Procerijjimum homimm (fays he) £tar 
nojira Divo Clandio Principe Gabbarum nomine ex Arabia 
adve&um novem pedum & totidem unci arum vidit ; fkere 
fob Divo Augujio femi pede addito, quorum Corpora efur 
Miraculi gratia in Conditorio Salujianorum ajffervabantur 
Hortorum 5 Pufioni & Secundill£ erant nomine 

Here Pliny muft certainly underftand by a Foot the 
Pes Romanus or Capitolinus r and Becanus and Diemer* 
broeck the Pes Rhinlandicns or Ley den foot, as we do- 
the Englijh foot : but thefe feveral meafures vary ; fa 
little one from t other, that it is fcarce worth while to 
take notice of their difference ; for the longeft foot of 
thefe exceeds the fhorteft no more than 20 does 19, 
which in taking the heigh th of thefe very tall. Bodies 
is fo inconfiderable, that it alters the cafe but very 
little.. 

T6 thefe undoubted Hiftories, we may add the many 
concurring Teftimonies given us by various Travellers ; 
concerning Gigantick Men, feen in their Voyages in 
the more remote parts of the World : for 'tis not im- 
probable that where both the Soil' and Climate 
concur, and are naturally difpofed to produce Plants^ 
fruits,, and: feveral: kind of Animals* of a much, larger 

bulk 
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bulk than any our Countries afford, fuch as the Ojiridges 
and Cunters among Birds, the largeft Crocodiles^ the 
Moofe Deer, . the Elephant , the Rhinoceros, the Hippo- 
potanw, &c. among Quadrupeds 5 in thofe parts of 
the World, I fay, where fuch like vaft creatures are 
met with , 'tis not unlikely that Humane Animals may 
alfo be fometimes found, much of a greater fize than 
any here among us. 

Antonim Pigafetta vir integerrims fidei ( fays 1)lyffes 
Aldrovandus of him in his Monjlromm Hijioria , pag. 
%$.yGigdntem apnd Canibales America conjpicatus ejh 
And Andreas Thevet, the famous Voyager, and Cof- 
mographer to Henry the 3d, King of France and Po- 
land, m his Defcription of America, printed in fol. at 
Paris , 1575. Livre 27, Chap. t. has a paffage fo fatis- 
factory in this point, and related with fuch particular 
convincing circumftances, all of his own knowledge, 
that I could not omit fetting them down at large ; 
Here lie tells us, that being himfelf on the Coaft* of 
Affrick, in the Territory of Arguin, for three weeks to- 
gether, he chanc'd to meet with a rich Spanifo Mer- 
chant, who had fomewhile before fuffered Shipwrack 
by a ftorm, as he touched at that place in his return 
homewards from the South America : but tho he had 
loft his Ship, the greateft part of the Merchandize, and 
mod of his Men, yet he luckily faved a Coffer, where- 
in he had carefully preferved the Skull and Bones of an 
American Giant, he had brought along with him from 
that Country $ who was eleven foot and five inches in 
height.h, and dyed in the year 1559* Thefe Bones he 
ftiewed to Monfieur 7hevet, who was fo curious, that 
he took the meafares of the moft principal of them 5 
and heexprefles himfelf on this occaiion in thefe words: 
Chafe Marveillettfe I & a laqueJk a grand peine Jeujfe ad- 
joitjle Foy fi jfe ne Fenjfe vene ^ d'autant que les 0% des 
Jamhs avoient trots grand pieds qudtre doigts de long, <& 
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la Tefle environ trois pieds un doigl de tour. That is, 
A. very marvelous things to which 1 could fcixrce have gi- 
ven any Credit , if I had noUjeen it my f elf ; inafmuch as 
the Bones of the Legs meafiired full three foot fouf'inches 
in length, and the Skull was three foot one inch about. 
Which circumference I obferve is exactly proportiona- 
ble to the length of the Legs, and if we make an al- 
lowance for the hair and skin that covered the Skull 
when he was alive, it falls very little fliort of the di- 
menfions we have before fet down, in computing the. 
(ize of our Giants Head when it was entire. 

And this brings into my thoughts, as if it were not 
unlikely, that this large Os Frontk. we have defcribed, 
might about feventy or eighty years ago ("for it feems 
frefh, and is ftill folid and ponderous, fo that it cannot 
be very old) have been brought into Europe by fome of 
the Trading Hollanders, as a natural Cufiofity, and 
proper Sample (and truly a part of the Skull was the 
fitteft choice could have been made of all the Bones of 
the Body for that purpofe ) of fome huge Gigantick 
Man, met with in fome of their Voyages into America ; 
for the Dutch about that time held great commerce, 
had large Colonies, and made confiderable Difcoveries 
in Brajile , and other the more Southern parts of that 
quarter of the World. 

But this I only conje&ure, for by the ftricteft enquiry 
I could make with my much efteemed friend Dr Charles 
Drelincmrt, their ProfeiTor of Anatomy at Lejden, I 
could never learn the lead account concerning this 
Bone, whence it came, or who it was prefented it to 
the Univerfity : Nor does it indeed import much whe- 
ther we difcover the true Original of it or no - y 'tis fuf- 
iicient to our prefent purpofe ^ that we may from this 
Bone, as a fair Specimen, together with other warrant- 
able Hiftories, clearly deduce,, as I hope I. have done, 
That there, have. been in Nature Humane Bodies eleven 

and 
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and twelve foot high 5 which equals,, if not furpaiies 
the ftature of the taileft Giant mentioned in Holy 
Writ. 

For, tho Giants are frequently fpoken of in the Scri- 
pture, yet I do not find the exaft meafure particularly 
fet down of any one of them except Goliah of Gath 4 
whofe heighth is exprefsly faid to be, the ill: of Samuel 
chap, the 17th, verfe the 4th, but fix cubits and a 
fpan ; and taking the cubit in* the mod vulgar and 
ufual acceptation, for a foot and a half, his flat are 
will not amount to above nine foot nine inches. In- 
deed we may reafonably conclude, that Og the King 
of Bafan muft have considerably exceeded Goliah in 
Iteighth, if we make an eftimate of his ftature by the 
dimensions that are given of his Bedfted, which is faid, 
Tbmtronomy chap, the 3d verfe the nth, to have been 
kept as a Memorial of him at Rabbath of the children 
of Mttmtti and to have been nine -cubits in. lengthy 
but then we cannot imagine but that his Bed muft of 
ijeceffity hute bem much longer than his. Body 5 and 
the dealt allowance we can make for the Overplus* is 
the fjpa^e of nine inches above his Head^ and as much 
belo w his Feet :: and if we make this dedudioni 'twill 
follow he was not above twelve foot high y much of 
the fame ftandard with this our Giant, whofe Forehead 
Bdne is ftilf kept in the Medicine School at Leydmi 

Whether obflo there have been bodies of men.ftill 
of a much larger fize than thofe I have here mention'd, 
kdare not positively determine : but this I may fay. 
that as yet I have not met with any Authority of that 
weight or proof, fo ftrong as fully to convince me, 
there really have been fuch in the World y and till 
fome fuch evidence be produced, we may look upon 
all the ftories of thofe extravagantly Gigantkk nien, 
to be little better than the Fables of the Poets of old, 
Qt. the. Whims and Romances of fome Modern Credo*-- 
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Jons and Inventive men $ that have indeed fo fat ground 
for what they 'advance, that they only improve and 
augment what has been certainly re^l in itfelf, and 

likely is ft ill true in Nature* 



III. An Account of the perfons Married, Chri- 
fiened and Deceafed in all the Dominions of 
theElefior of Brandenburg,//? the year 169%. 
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N der Chur-und Mard-Branden- 
_ burg 
In der Neu-Ward und Land* Stern- 

berg 
Im Herkogthumb Prmffen 



Im Herhgthnmb Magdeburg- 

Im Herkogthumb Cleve und Graff- 

fchafft Mar& 

Im Berhgthumb Pvmmern — 
Im Furfienthumb Halberfiadt— 
Im Furfienthumb Minden 



In dtr Graffchafft Hohenjiein — 
In der Graffchafft Ravensberg - 
In der Herrfchafft Lauenburg und 
BuUw . — ~ — 



Married 


Chrift. 


3702 


13792 


1528 


574* 


6l6l 

1357 
1888 


21803 
5480 
6178 


1714 
488 


7244. 

2297 


525 

H5 

66$ 


1937 
568 

2223 


125 

i 


495 



Deceaf. 

7149 
3211 

17091 
3042 
4215 

4827 
1192 
1325 

41s 
1789 

421 



Married 18298 

Chriftened 67763 

Deceafed 44.678 



IV. Part 



